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max In 1909 Saskatoon was chosen as the location for the University 

of Saskatchewan.

1300 acres on the east side of the South Saskatchewan river was 

designated for the development site; 1000 acres for agricultural 

land and 300 acres for the campus buildings. Montreal 

Architects Brown & Valance created the first master plan for the 

campus. A year later the sod was turned for the construction of 

the first campus building.

English Landscape architect Thomas Mawson contributed to the 

landscape planning in 1911. It was not until 1922 that portions 

of this landscape architecture plan began to unfold shortly after 

Dr. Cecil Patterson was hired as a lecturer in the department of 

horticulture. Dr. Patterson was responsible for establishing 

nurseries and test gardens and the planting and maintenance of 

the university grounds from 1922 to 1948. It was during this 

time that the open prairie site began to see a transformation 

into a campus of green spaces, trees and the results of 

Patterson’s renowned fruit breeding program. Though much 

was accomplished during Dr. Pattersons time in terms of 

planting, breeding and research, the finesse and beauty of the 

university we appreciate today, did not begin to take shape until 

the late 1950’s with the arrival of Head Gardener Dieter Martin.

NARRATION Dieter was the head gardener at the University of Saskatchewan 

from 1957 until 1976. He was just 26 years old when he took 

charge of the campus grounds.


